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CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME:
The quarterly meeting of the Virginia Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (VDDHH) Advisory Board, called “the Board” was called to order by Chair Bobbie Dietz at 10:00 a.m.  Ms. Dietz noted that there is no quorum present, so the meeting will be informational only.  No motions or voting can take place.  All members and staff present introduced themselves.
ORDER OF BUSINESS:

Review/Approve Agenda – Approve Draft Minutes of 11/3/11 Meeting:
There being no quorum, the review and approval of the draft minutes of the November 3, 2011 meeting was tabled for the May 1, 2012 meeting.

REPORTS:
Board Vacancies:

There is one vacancy in the capacity of Parent of a Deaf or Hard of Hearing Child.  Anyone interested in applying for the position can apply through the website of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, www.commonwealth.virginia.gov .

Board Member Reports:

Bobbie Dietz reported that she had attended the Stakeholder’s Meeting concerning agency consolidation in December 2011.

Agency Reports:

Ms. Prince noted that there were two scheduled Stakeholder’s Meetings concerning agency consolidation; one in November and one in December.  At the November meeting the discussion centered around the pro’s and con’s of a consolidation.  At the December meeting those attending learned that the Virginia Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing had been included in the bill, along with the Department of Rehabilitative Services, The Department for the Aging and Adult Protective Services.  These would all come under a new agency (yet to be named) with the Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing being named as the Division for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and will have its own Director who will report to the head of the new agency.  
Also added was a Statement of Purpose which specifically mentions services for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing and ensures communication access through technology in state agencies statewide.  

2012 General Assembly:

Agency Consolidation:
Ms. Prince gave the following comprehensive explanation of the status of the consolidation in Governor’s Reorganization Plan:
1.  The process started with two joint resolutions for the consolidation.  These are normally sent to the other house (cross over) for approval.

2. The Senate Committee on General Laws and Technology took VDDHH out of their resolution.  Since the joint resolutions were put forth as authorizing resolutions, the resolutions have to match the bill.  VDDHH was out of the Senate resolution but still in the House resolution so when the bill was introduced, it did not match.
3. The Senate General Laws and Technology Committee met on 2/6/12 and removed VDDHH from the House resolution to match the Senate resolution.
4. The bill will go to the full Senate and on the second reading (probably either 2/7/12 or 2/8/12) it will be debated on the floor.  On the third reading the Senate will vote and it will go over to the House.  
5. Meanwhile, in the House, a special subcommittee met last week to discuss the bill. The consolidation is only a small part of the full bill.  No mention was made of VDDHH during the public comment period.

6. The Senate General Laws Committee will meet on 2/9/12 to take the recommendations from the subcommittee.  At this point, VDDHH is still part of the new agency in the current version of the House bill.  It would be atypical for a full committee not to take the recommendation of a subcommittee that had two public meetings on a bill.  It is reasonable to expect that on 2/9/12 the House General Laws Committee will send it to the full House as it was introduced with VDDHH as part of the new agency.

7. It is also reasonable to expect that, once the bills go over to the opposite side, the House will reject the Senate version and the Senate will reject the House version.  In that case, there will be a Conference Committee to reconcile the two.  There will be no further public meetings.  There is no estimate, at this time, of when the bill will be resolved after it goes to Conference Committee.
Deaf Child’s Bill of Rights:
This companion bill was continued to 2013 by the Senate (Senate Bill 399) and was sent to an appropriations subcommittee by the House (House Bill 218).  The subcommittee recommended reporting the bill with amendments.  It will now go to a full House Appropriations Committee.  The Senate will not take any action on this bill this session, the House may or may not.
Ms. Prince noted that the General Assembly has been very aware of activities that may need interpreters and has done an excellent job with timely requests.  They have also provided parking for interpreters this session.
Program Reports:
Update on Agency Regulations – no further action has been taken due to the General Assembly and Reorganization Bill taking priority

Update on West VA QAS – West Virginia continues to work with Ms. Prince on setting up their own program.  In the meantime, candidates from West Virginia continue to test at VDDHH.  

EIPA – paperwork has been completed and will be submitted today (2/7/12).

VA Relay – a reporting issue has, apparently, skewed the statistics for the number of Spanish calls being reported possibly due to a new center being opened in San Antonio.
A new CapTel service, Web Mobile CapTel, has significantly grown.  Video Relay continues to grow as traditional Relay services continue to decline.
TAP – There has been a large increase in the number of hard of hearing people served, due to the increase in that population as people age but also due to better technology (CapTel, Video Relay, etc.) This trend may continue and grow even more if the agency consolidation happens because of access to Department for the Aging programs.
VQAS – Results and diagnostics continue to go out well ahead of the 90 working day deadline, the average is 72 working days.  There was a slight decline in candidates for several months, probably due to an increase in interpreters taking the EIPA or NIC assessments.  However, the number of candidates seems to be back on the upswing.  VDDHH recognizes the need for updated materials and is planning to make that a priority for the year.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Follow Up on Teacher Certification for ASL Teachers:

Ms. Dietz will follow up on the letter sent on behalf of the Board to Dr. James Lanham, Director of Licensure, Virginia Department of Education, last July 5, 2011 stating concerns about certification for teachers of ASL in the Commonwealth.

NEW BUSINESS:

Board Authority / Role:

Ms. Prince did a PowerPoint presentation, which had also been done in November 2010, of the role and authority of the VDDHH Advisory Board.  It was agreed that, because this is important information for all members to have, this presentation will be made again at a future meeting due to the lack of a quorum at today’s meeting.
Commercial Driver’s Licensing for Deaf People:

The discussion will be tabled until the May 2012 meeting, since there is no quorum.  There was brief discussion; however, that this is a Federal issue and something on which VDDHH could have little impact.

PLANNING FOR FUTURE MEETINGS:

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 1, 2012 at VDDHH.  Some suggested agenda items:

1.  Review and approval of November 2011 draft minutes.

2. Update on General Assembly and Reorganization Plan

3. Follow-up by Ms. Dietz on Certification for ASL Teachers and letter sent to Dr. Lanham

4. Presentation on Board Authority/Role

5. Update on Commercial Driver’s Licensing for Deaf People

6. Program updates

The Board meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
5

